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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


VACCINE VIRUS IN GLYCERINE. 
By A. P. Merritt, M. D., 


Of New York City. 


While the small-pox epidemic prevails so 
extensively, any means for the preservation 
of vaccine virus is of interest. Some remarks 
in THE REPORTER of Dec. 9th, encourage me 
to give a bit of my own experience. For 
many years it has been my practice to collect 
the crusts and drop them into a vial contain- 
ing sufficient glycerine to cover them, in which 
they may be preserved for months. For con- 
venience in vaccinating, I take two pieces of 
glass, say an inch or more in diameter, and 
make a slight and rough depression in the 
centre of each by grinding on a small stone. 
Into this depression I place acrust, or part 
of one, add two or three drops of glycerine, 
and then crush the crust by strong pressure. 
When used,a drop or two of water may be 
added to soften thesolution. I have not been 
particular to ascertain how long vaccine virus 
can be preserved in this way; but certainly 
for months, if not years. : 

While upon this subject, I may as well state, 
also, that in an experience of more than half 
a century, and the vaccination of large num- 
bers, I have had no reasons for believing that 
the vaccine virus loses any of its virtues by a 
long continuance in a succession of human 
subjects, that the protection it affords against 
small-pox deteriorates by time, or that other 
diseases are communicated in conjunction with 
the genuine virus. But the same is true of 





the small-pox contagion—perfect immunity is 
not always secured by having the disease 
once. Re-vaccination is therefore advisable, 
but not more necessary than re-inoculation 
for small-pox. To be certain of perfect im- 
munity in either case, the disease must be 
several times repeated, and until the system 
is no longer susceptible to it even in its modi- 
fied forms, varioloid and vaccinoid. In such 
a case each is a protection against the other. 


+ 





HospiraAL REporTs. 


ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE CLINIC. 


On Diseases of the Mind and Nervous System, by Prof, 
MEREDITH CLYMER. 


[REPORTED BY T. D. CROTHERS, M. D.]} 


Infantile Paralysis, 


GENTLEMEN: The first case I bring before 
you is not uncommon. You may be called in 
your ere f practice to treat such a one. 
‘This child is 8 years old, and was in perfect 
health up to July a year ago. At that time 
it awoke one night, complaining cf pain in 
the head. The next morning both lower ex- 
tremities ware found paralyzed. Six months 
after, she came under my care. There was 
cachexia and feeble circulation, with no mus- 
cular power of the legs ; sensation was intact. 
I commenced the use of Faradism, for the 
purpose of exciting contraction in the mus- 
cles, and only after the second application 
did the muscles respond to the current, then 
feebly. I have found Faradism valuable to 
excite contractions, but the continuous gal- 
vanic eurrent seems to add pesmeneetig to 
the nutrition of the nerve fibre. They are 
not unlike a stimulant and tonic, but require 
skill to use them. If the current is continued 
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too long, you may do mischief, and if not lon 
enough, little benefit follows ; therefore I ad- 
vise caution. In connection with this I gave 
phosphorous and iron, with general bitter 
tonics aod nutriments. The child improved 
rapidly, and against my wishes, was taken to 
its home in the interior of the State. To-day 
ten months later) it is brought to me again. 
e paralysis remains with but slight im- 
provement. The muscles contract feebly 
under the will, but will not bear the weight of 
the body. She has acquired a habit of creep- 
ing, by which both legs are. drawn up and 
relaxed alternately. Her health is good. I 
find little has been done. If the treatment 
ordered had been continued, I think great im- 
rovement (if not recovery) would have fol- 
lnak. I shall order hypodermic injections 
of strychnia, in large doses, say 1-30 of a 
rain in one or two mivims of water, or as 
fittle fluid as possible, in th: thigh, over the 
nerve track. This will be found less irrita- 
ting than if taken by the mouth. She will 
require watching to avoid the extreme effects. 
This, with the continuous current of electric- 
ity, alternated with Faradism, friction and 
bitter tonics, will promise much. Some or- 
thopedic apparatus, to sustain the body and 
‘muscles, will aid in the treatment. 


Eiclerosis of the Posterior Column. 


This man is 48 years of age; had been 
temperate and healthy up to about five years 
ago. He noticed an unusual weakness and 
tired feeling after work, with a prickly sensa- 
tion in the soles of his feet, and a sense of 
weight and heaviness about the legs. This 
continued, his hands and fingers became 
clumsy and less nimble, and his walk unsteady. 
A constant sense of unevenness of the ground 
he was treading, of insecurity and fear of 
falling, until he could not go out at night, or 
with his eyes closed, without falling. 


For the last three years he has continued 
in this condition. At night he has jerking 
ains darting up and down the legs, severe 
or a time, and located at one point, or start- 
ingfrom it. This is followed by hypercsthesia 
of that location for some hours. He has ir- 
regular and uncertain motion of the legs, al- 
most a staggering gait. A year ago he felt a 
compression about his abdomen, as if a cord 
was «drawn about it; this has gone off. He 
has iroperfect vision, spots and blurs seem to 
flit and remain before the eyes. The muscular 
power of the legs seems unimpaired, only the 
co-ordinating power is lessened. He is in 
good health, but feels weak. This is an ob- 
scure case of sclerosis in the early stages. 
There seems to have been a pause in the pro- 
gress of the disease, or a check of the acute 
symptoms from some unknown cause. I have 
seen many cases treated by physicians with 
. particular remedies, who considered these 
pauses as evidence of cure, oy the particular 
means used, and published them as favorable 
cases; subsequently their mistake was seen, 
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but never published. This is the spinal form 
of the disease, and has many Poe passer in 


common with locomotor-ataxy. The absence, 
or rarity, of ocular trouble, as weakness of 
sight, defective accommodation strabismus, 
and double vision, and the sharp, boring, lan- 
cinating pains, with marked mitral troubles, 
are some of the differential marks of diagnosis. 

As usual in other cases, this man gives Sd 
no clue to the cause of this disease. In 
business as civil engineer he has, undoubt- 
edly, been exposed to damp, cold, and ex- 
treme fatigue, which is one of the many 
causes. I believe the primary cause to be a 
specific diathesis, or peculiar constitutional 
defect, which favors the deposit or develop- 
ment of this disease in the cord. Like many 
diseases of the kidneys and lungs these are 
but local expressions of a general state, in 
which this is an essential feature. When this 
case terminates you will find oval patches of 
fibrinous matter in the connective tissue of 
the cord, a deposit or proliferation of cells, 
becoming fibrinous, compressing and crowd- 
ing the nerve element, until atrophy and 
granular disintegration follows. So far this 
disease is inevitably and progressively fatal. 
This muscular enfeeblement will increase un- 
til the muscles are more or less disabled, 
when tremors and convulsive agitations of 
the extremities, rigidity and contraction, and 
finally some intercurrent disease will come in 
and end the case, Its duration is from eight 
to ten years ; most frequently it ends in spinal 
miningitis or some disease of the lungs, and 
in treatment all you can hope for is to arrest 
the disease, to check or divert this deposit or 
transformation. To do this, good diet, tonics, 
stimulants, and electricity, offer the only 
chance. I shall order for this man iron and 
phosphorus, with a galvanic current occasion- 
ally. Friction and shocks from cold water 
may be useful. Strychnia in small doses will 
aid probably. 
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MEDICAL SocIeETIES, 





THE TRI-STATES MEDICAL ASSOCI- 
ATION. 


The Tri-States Medical Association held its 
second regular meeting at the Delaware 
House in Port Jervis, N. Y., on Wednesday 
the 6th inst. Dr. Wm. L. APPLEy, President, 
in the chair. The meeting was pleasant and 
profitable. The society, considering its date 
of organization, August 2, 1871, bids fair to 
rank second to none in the State. Matters of 
general interest to the profession are dis- 
cussed, and every member seems to realize 
the great benefits which must necessarily flow 
from associated efforts. 

D. H. DEcKER, Sec’y. 
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Reviews and Book Notices. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


The Hoosier School-master; A Novel by Edw. 
Ezgleston. With 29 Illustrations. New’ 
York: Orange Judd & Co. 1 vol., cloth, 

\pp. 226. Price $1.25. | For sale by Claxton, 
emsen & Haffelfidger. 

This clever tale of life in Indiana, five and 
twenty years ago, first appeared in the col- 
umns of Hearth and Home, and met with such 
a favorable reception that it has been repub- 
lished in book form. It contains many well- 
drawn portraitures of the rough life of that 
epoch, and will interest all readers. 





The Physicians’ Annual for 1872: a complete 
calender for the city and country Prac- 
titioner, comprising a monthly Ualendar; 
Hospital Calender of the principal cities of 
the United States; Chronological Record ; 
list of medical colleges and institutions ; 
complete list of medical societies in the 
United States, with form of constitution 
for medical societies ; priced catalogue of 
medical books, surgical instruments, etc., 
beside much other information of interest 
and importance to Physicians. Edited by 
S. W. Butler, M. D.,and Gro. H. Napu- 
EYys, M. D. Price 50 cts. Philadelphia: 
8S. W. Butler, M. D., 1872. 12mo. pp. 83. 
As the editors meution in the preface, their 

attempt to prepare an almanac or annual of 
the almanac species, for the use of physicians, 
is not altogether new, as some thirty years 
ago,a publication of that nature was under- 
taken by Dr. J. V.C. Smith, Boston. It sur- 
vived, however, but a short time, and since 
then, the attempt has not been repeated until 
now. 


The profession will certainly be glad to re- 
ceive an annual such as the one before us, 
containing as it does, a large mass of informa- 
tion—sufliciently set forth in the title page— 
which physicians want, and cannot find else- 
where. The work presents, to be sure, many 
short comings and several inaccuracies, excu- 
sable, perhaps, in a first edition, but which 
should be carefully guarded against in future. 
To make it what it should be, the aid of phy- 
sicians themselves, especially those connected 
with schoels and societies, is demanded, and 
these should take a pleasure in furnishing the 
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editors with full information for future use. 
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8. W, BUTLER, M: D., D. @, BRINTON, M. D., Editors, 


&? Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence 
News, ete., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

a@ To insure publication, articles - must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 


s@ Subscribers are requested to forward to us copies 
of newspapers containing reports of Medical Society 
meetings, or other items of special medical interest. 

We particalarly value the practical experience ot coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belo..gs to the profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 








CLOSE OF VOLUME 25TH. 

This number closes the twenty-fifth volume 
of the MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER, 
in its weekly form, this being the twenty- 
seventh number for the current six months. 
Oar readers will observe thatthe volame con- 
tains nearly siz hundred pages of reading mat- 
ter. For practical value, variety, and interest, 
we think we can safely say that it is unequalled 
in medical literature. The original contribu- 
tors to this volume number one hundred and 
siz, among whom are many of the most 
distinguished names in the me@ffcal literature 
of this, or of any country. 

The new volume will be printed on better 
paper, and altogether present an improved 
appearance, and we shall aim to not only keep 
up, but rather to improve, the literary value 


of the REPORTER during the coming year. 
The Index of this volume is so large that 


the number is chiefly taken up with it. A 
supplementary index of two numbers of vol- 
ume twenty-fourth, that were omitted in in- 
dexing that volume, also accompanies this 
number. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDY. 

The arduous life of a physician in extended 
practice is usually offered by him as an ex- 
euse for not reading the professional litera- 
ture which is constantly being offered him ; he 
may also say that to procure it costs too 
much ; that he lacks facilities for obtaining it; 


or that his one or two journals contain the 
“cream”? of it. 


All these excuses for remaining ignorant 
will not bear examination, and simply show 
that he does not really care about obtaining 
the knowledge requisite to practice with the 
best means which he can command. 

It is somewhat surprising how few there are 
in the profession who really do study. One 
of the best tests is the bookselling trade, that 
branch of it which administers to the intel- 
lectual wants of medical men. 

Throwing aside those books which have to 
be bought by students as text books, and 
those others which physicians must have for 
constant reference—dictionaries, dispensato- 
ries, and the like—we find that the wants of 
the fifty odd thousand doctors in the United 
States are supplied abundantly by an average 
edition of a thousand or at most fifteen hun- 
dred copies. §$nd the bookseller is fortunate 
if he does not find many of these hanging 
heavily on his hands for months and years. 

It may be said in defense of this little read- 
ing that, once acquired, the knowledge learned 
from books when yonng, only needs constant 
practice for i:s perfection. But, in truth, 
practice more frequently brings routinism than 
perfection, and diseases change as well as 
opinions in the lapse of time. Newmethods, 


new remedies, and new applications, are con- 
stantly arising, and although no one should 
adopt a novelty for the sake of novelty, 
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equally at fault is he who rejects it for the 
same cause. 

Some of the most useful of modern inven- 
tions, the hypodermic syringe, for example, 
are scarcely known and rarely used in many 
districts of our country. This would not be 
if physicians would acquaint themselves with 
the mass of evidence in favor of its employ- 
ment. 


+ 
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Notes and Comments. 





The Pocket Record. 

The demand for the Pocket Record this 
year has been far greater than ever before. 
We believe we are equal to any probable de- 
mand for the smaller size (35 patients a week) 
—but our edition of the larger size (70 patients 
a week) is exhausted for the present, although 
we had laid in a large stock. New editions 
will be issued as early as possible in the’com- 
ing year. 





The Half-Yearly Compendium 
For January, 1872, is in press, and will be 
ready for mailing to subscribers in January. 
This work is rapidly growing in favor. The 
CoMPENDIUM and REPORTER, when paid for 
strictly in advance, are furnished to subscribers 
for $7. 





Surgical and Medical Patents. 


We have made arrangements with a re- 
spectable firm of solicitors, in Washington, 
to forward us regular reports of patents of a 
surgical and medical character issued by the 
U.S. Patent Office. Asa feature in medical 
news, this will not fail to interest many 
readers. 





The St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. 

This journal will be issued monthly, after 
the first of January, 1872, instead of bi- 
monthly, as heretoforé, at the same price, 
$3.00 per annum. 














